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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Ms. Hassan comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. She is accompanied by her father and a professional interpreter who helps with the translation between English and Arabic. However, Ms. Hassan seems to speak English quite well. Apparently, she has a history of proliferative diabetic retinopathy and neovascular glaucoma. She underwent surgery on the right side at the Kresge Eye Institute. She states that she graduated from high school, but did not move on to advanced studies in college nor did she seek a professional career nor employment of any type. She states that she had good vision for most of her life until 2019 when she lost vision in both eyes. Currently, she uses dorzolamide, atropine, and timolol drops in both eyes. She has been a diabetic for 18 years.

On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is light perception only on the right side and no light perception on the left side. This is at distance and near, with and without correction. The pupils are irregular and not reactive. The muscle movements are smooth and full. The muscle balance shows a small exotropia as measured with a penlight. Applanation pressures are 20 on the right and 58 on the left. The slit lamp examination, on the right side, shows a posterior chamber lens implant in good position with mild posterior capsular opacification. There is a tube shunt in good position superiorly. There is mild rubeosis in the periphery. There are keratic precipitates on the lens optic. On the left side, there is dense rubeosis throughout the iris substance. There is 2+ cortical haze to the lens and mild haze in the cornea. The fundus examination, on the right side, shows a white optic nerve head with very extensive sclerosis of the vessels and dense retinal scarring throughout the fundus. On the left side, there is a dense white mass posterior to the lens that prevents a view to the retina. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Goldmann visual field test utilizing a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows the absence of a visual field on both sides.
Assessment:
1. Neovascular glaucoma.
2. Proliferative diabetic retinopathy.
3. Optic atrophy.
Ms. Hassan has clinical findings that are consistent with the measured absence of vision and absence of visual fields.
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Based upon these findings, one would expect her to have difficulties performing the visual tasks required in the workplace and for her activities of daily living. She cannot read, she cannot visualize print, and she cannot distinguish between objects nor avoid hazards in her environment. Her prognosis is quite poor.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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